
First up, location - Under the dash, driver's side 

is a bit inaccurate. The heater core is pretty 

close to the middle of the car, right up against 

the firewall, you can just access it from the 

driver's side foot-well. 

Looking into the driver's foot-well (of an auto): 

 

Shows the location of the A/C control unit that 

sits in front of the heater core. 

 

The Tech article claims it's possible to pull the 

core with the A/C ducts in place but there's no 

way I could have managed that (big hands): 

http://pexcom.com.au/z32cms/e107_plugins/content/content.php?content.341


 
 

Pull the vent that leads from the dash to the 

door and undo one screw to make it easier to 

pull the two ducts from under the steering 

column: 

 



 

The narrower, more complicated looking duct 

looks like it's held up by three screws, but it's 

really only one, the other two are holding a 

sensor mount to the duct itself so leave them 

alone: 

 

I think this sensor measures ambient cabin 

temperature & it will probably need a bit of a 

clean - metho on a cotton tip will do the job. 

 

 

 



Before:   

 

 

After: 



 At this point, the Tech article pretty much says 

to just undo all the screws on the A/C controller 

& bracket, heater-flap actuator and pipe cover, 

most of them blind but the following procedure 

will let you see what you're doing nearly every 

step of the way. 

 

Unplug the A/C controller from its harness & 

undo the two small screws holding it onto its 

bracket: 
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The A/C controller will now just slide out, 

there's one cable that remains attached but the 

unit doesn't really get in your way if you leave 

it dangling by the foot-rest (auto or where you 

took the clutch pedal out of a manual). 

You now have "clear" access (the wiring 

harness is annoying but can be pushed out of 

the way as required) to the three main screws 

securing the heater-flap actuator. Undo these 

but don't try to remove the actuator: 

 



 

 

Turn the actuator a little bit anti-clockwise, now 

all 4 screws that secure the A/C controller 

bracket are visible (2 at bottom not pictured) & 

can be easily removed: 

 
 

 



 

There's only one blind screw left, at the top of 

the pipe cover: 

 
but its easy enough to find, if you hook one 

finger over the top of the cover, you'll quickly 

find a "channel" to guide a screwdriver in. 

Definitely use a narrow screwdriver, as the the 

shape of the firewall stops a stubby one from 



getting any purchase in the phillip's head. 

This is also the only screw that's a PITA to put 

back in, I highly recommend a strongly 

magnetic screwdriver or the blu-tac trick. 

 

Re-assembly of everything else is simply the 

reverse of the above. 

 

Its only now that we reach the point of working 

on the actual heater core. From this point on 

the Tech article really comes into its own & 

goes into much more detail so I refer you to it 

for further info. 

 

One final note: It is perfectly possible to do this 

with the driver's seat in place, just moved & 

tilted as far back as possible but if you're old 

(like me) or have any sort of back or shoulder 

problems, definitely pull the seat out so you can 

lie flat. 

 

Hope some of you find this useful. 
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