
Installing higher wattage bulbs into your Z – by IB 

The Z headlights are not all they could be. In fact, one member could probably 
argue a little bit of Z/Kangaroo contact could have been avoided if the headlights 
were more effective. 

The obvious solution is to put in brighter bulbs, however this is not so simple. The 
Z accepts only type H3c globes in the main headlights (H3 is the shape) with an 
unusual two pronged end (the c bit) which can be difficult to find in anything 
more than 55W, and when you do you'll be charged an arm and a leg for them. 
This article details how to convert a type normal H3 (more easily available) so 
that it can be used in the Z headlights. For this example a 100W globe was 
chosen (over the 55W stocky) and something which burns a little whiter as well. 

NOTE: Australian delivered Z's (i.e. NA 2+2's) do not require this modification as 
they can already accept H3 bulbs 

The connection for the Z headlight (not 
high beam) has two prongs, one for 
earth, one for ground 

Type H3 globes have only the one prong 
for power, and the bulb casing itself 
goes to ground. 

This might be fine for cars 
designed to take H3 globes, 
but we will have to modify 
the globe so that the globe 
body (ground) is connected 
to the ground input on the Z's 
headlight connector. 

What you need to convert one bulb: 

• H3 Bulb (100W) 

• 8-10cm length of wire (able to 

handle at least 10 amps, 100W bulb 

should draw 8.3 amps)  

• blade connector 

• solder/solder iron 

• sand paper (or dremel) 

Method: 

The bulbs used in the low beams on imported Z32's (and most imported Nissans) 
are basically the same as H3's with a different connection (H3c). To use an H3 
bulb, you need to add an extra wire to plug into the connector. 

 



 

Warning:  take care not to touch the glass or the world as you know it may cease 
to exist... oils on your hand are not good for light globes.... the ones bought for 
this tech article had nice little plastic holders which made life easier, you might 
just have to make do being careful. 

1. Locate position to add wire to the bulb. The wire needs to be soldered onto the 
back of the disc (not the side with the glass) on the lower half (the half with the 
semi-circular cut out). If you use the other half, you may not be able to get the 
locating clip to locate correctly. 

2. Remove some of the chrome or nickel coating. You need to sand, file or grind 
away most of the chrome or nickel plating from the attachment point to allow the 
solder to attach to the surface. This is 
tricky, you are after a good area without 
the coating so you can get a good 
contact point for the solder. Here you can 
see a hole has been drilled to help, but 
some coating must still be removed if it's 
to be a good solder. 

3. Solder the attachment point on the 
bulb. This is where you need a high 
powered solder iron with a big tip. Even 
with a good contact point on the bulb this 
step is a real bastard. You want the metal to get REAL hot..... leaving the solder 
on it for 5 mins still did not get it hot enough.... a nice big soldering tip on the 
iron might help. Wrapping some of the wire through the hole may also help get a 
good contact. The problem was overcome by stripping back approximately an 
inch of the wire and feeding it through the hole and then bringing it back over the 
side and twisting it around its self before soldering. This didn't look very pretty 
but it is very functional. 

4. Strip a centimetre of insulation from the wire and solder the end 

5. Solder the wire to the bulb at the attachment point 

6. Attach the blade connector to the other end of the wire (you can crimp it but 
should really go all the way and solder it.... after all you've got all the equipment 
there). With the ground wire now in place and a blade connector at the end it 
should look something like this: 

7. Put it in the headlight and insert 
both blade connectors into the 
standard connector. To remove the 
bulb currently in the headlight, first 
pull off the connector (black square 
plastic thing). Then unscrew a black 
plastic ring off the end of the back of 
the headlight, and finally remove the 
rubber grommet. You now have access to the globe. To remove it there is a 
locking mechanism made out of a piece of thick metal wire. You need to fiddle 
around with this until it unhooks and can be swung out of the way, and the globe 
is free. It's not hard. Repeat the process in reverse to put the new globe in, 
however this time you hook up the black plastic connector to the two metal 
blades at the end of the wires connected to the globe. 


