
Power Windows - Modifying the Power Supply 
Before we start I'd like to acknowledge Bob Veale who worked out how to do this 
and told me about it. 

This modification changes the power supply to the power windows from ignition 
to battery. That means that the windows can be operated at any time instead of 
only when the ignition is on. However, the 'auto' feature on the driver's side will 
only work with the ignition on. 

This is an obvious convenience but also presents a small security risk. If you 
leave your windows open a little, it it possible to use something to push on the 
switch and open the window. So be warned. 

Also, the usual disclaimer: Do this at your own risk. If you screw up, it's your 
problem not mine. :-) 

What you need: 

• Phillips screwdriver 
• side cutters 
• sharp knife 
• soldering iron 
• insulation tape or heat shrink 

Time: 30 - 60 minutes 

The first bit is to do the usual thing when working on electrics - disconnect the 
battery. Next, get access to the fuse block. Remove the panel beside the driver's 
foot. There are 3 screws, two behind the accelerator and one in a recess in the 
panel. 



 

Also remove the first 2 screws in the door trim so you can lift it up a little and 
slide the kick panel out. 

 



Look at the fuse block. There are 4 connectors along the top of the fuse block. 
The one closest to you has two black wires with a white stripe, a white wire, 2 
blue with a red stripe and a banded orange wire. 

 

 

We are interested in the 2 black and white stripe and the white wire. The black 
ones take power to the power windows when the ignition is on. The white leads 
to the power seat and has power all the time. 

Using the side cutters, cut the two black wires and strip some of the insulation off 
the ends that go to the harness. Twist them together. Cutting them is important 
because if they remained connected, the power would be fed back to all the 
components on the ignition circuit. 



Using the sharp knife, slice some of the insulation off the white wire. Do not cut it 
(unless you feel like rejoining it again.). 

 

 

Now solder the twisted ends together and tin the bare part of the white wire. 
Then solder the ends of the black wire onto the white wire. 

Finally, wrap the exposed ends in insulation tape (both the soldered join and the 
cut ends). 



 

Reconnect the battery and check that the power seat still works. Then check that 
the windows work with the ignition off, and again with it on. 

Put the kick panel back on. Done. 

Just a final note. I have done this by soldering the wires. There's no reason you 
couldn't use those blocks that clamp across the wires to connect them. I just 
didn't have any at the time. 

Have fun. 

- BlueZ 
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